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Thirty-Five Tons of Trash

by -l;ire;i Morishige, Marine Debris Outreach Coordinator, UH Sea Grant
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Earing debris fram all ever the world washes up on
Hawnal'iI's beathos. ~Hawail Wildlite Fund phala

The February 2006
Clean Up

W i vou've evar walked along the shores of the
Big lsland's Waiohinu-Ka Lag coastline {norih-
cast of South Point) wow've seen large pieces of
nat strewn across and tangled in the sharp ‘2’
lava, and the thousands of plastlc pleces and
irash iteans so thick in places that you cannot
gee e sand underneathy,

i wou've ever visited this area, you've also
driven the 45 minutes that it takes to traverse the
jourawhesl-drive dirt road. Compound a8 of these
fmetors, and you can irsagineg tha seake and affort
pat Behind ane of the largest shoreling cleanups
conducted In the maln Howabion kslands. This
large-scabe cleanup elior was coordinated by the
nab-prafil envirgnmental geoups, Howad't Wikilife
Fund, with [unding previded by the Mational
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s
(MO Marine Debrss Program.

Im four schedulod cleanup avents fvom MNo-
wviember 2005 o April 2006, more than 220
valunteers helped remove neardy 85,000 pleces
of marine debris from this area. In toial, almost
35 tans (70,000 e af debris were removed
from 9 miles of coastling. Velunteers from
arcund the island and even as far away as
Japan. Alaska and Washington gave up al least
a day 1o help clenn up this eoat and help
proteet Hawad'i's environment,

The remate Walohinu-Ka Lae coastline |s an
area known for its accumulation of marine
debris. Brought these by eurrents and wines,
debris fromdamestic and foreion sources in the
greater Pecilic washes ashore In this area.

o i S e =]

Valumlidrs clean basshas aleng the By lskand's
Yalohinu-Ka Lae Coasl. -X. McElwee, HOA& phaobo

For exompde, derelizt fishing nets found along
this coast are mast likely from out-ol-state
sources Because no Hawaii fishery utilizes
nets. The exception: are lay gillnets, which
medt likely came from bocal sources, Possibly
ane of the more severely impacted areas in the
maln Hlawailan Islends. the Walohine-Ka Lae
coast s alse an arca that is home o several
marine profected specics incloding the eriti-
cally endangered Hawabizn menk seal and
hawiesiill and green sea turiles.

So.what do you dowith 70 000 ks of trash?
Instead of discarding all of the remeaved delaris
in the eonanty's landfill, potentially sdding to an
existing problem, the debris was recycled as
much as possible. Sraller recyelables, such as
beverage bottles, where given 1o 1he county's
recucling program. The large conglomerations
af derelict nats (which totaled approximately
A0 tons) were kept at (he Walohinu Transfer
Sratics and kaaded into three 40-fool eontain-
g donated and transported by Maison Naviga-
linn Company, Matson shipped the full con-
lakners to Orahu where Alllance Truckling trans-
ported them to the facility of Schnitzer Steel
Hawai'i Corporation where the nets wers
chopped inle small pieces suitable for incinera-
tiof at the city and county of HonaluluCovinla
Enargy’s H-Power waste-io-oneray facility, All
services were donated Iree of charge. The
support of these companies made possible tha
proactive recycling of the remaved dobsis.

The nets recveled (rom this praject pro-
diecad anovah electricity to power 12 homes
lor one year each (state Department of Busi-
ness Economic Development and Tourizm]!
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University of Hawall al Hile sludents painsiakingly
remowve onanaeed rats Tegm (e sl 2% lava aleng
the Blg Island’s Walohinu:Ka Lae Coast.
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Teons ol deapict fishing neteramaved frsenthe Walshins-
Ka Lae Coast are holsied inlo ihe donaicd Makson
cantsingr bound Tor O aho 1o bo recysled Into alacbising.
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How To Help
N Marine debris poses a theeat 1o Boh gur
anvironmant and wildlite, Ghos nelseniangbe
riikring e, Seour aur caral reals and pose a
navigational hazard. Marine debris is a prob-
lam that we cannai ignaoee.
Marine debris:

* Alfecls the Deauly {aesthetics) of
Hawai'i's baachas and anvircnment;

* Gauwses habilat destrection, including the
breakage and smotharing of coral recls;

* Entanglas (and many tirmes Kils) wildlibe,;

= |2 ingesied by sea birds (and cthar wild-
lita}, routinaly leading to starvation and avan
daaih;

=15 & navigational hazard and may cause
virssel damage al Sea; and

|z alransgon mechanksmforalien species.

‘fou can halp by:

* Gelling invelved! Paricipate in local
Cleanups in your arga,

* Ramembering thal cur land and saa &ra
connacted, each alfecling the ciher.

* Reducing the amgunt of wasie you pro-
dign,

= Reusing items when you can! Choosa
rausable ilams evar disposable ones.

= Recycling az much as pogsible!

For more information, please visit <hipa
maringdebris. noaa.govs,

The HOAA Marine Dabris Program works
wilh giher KNOAA offices and parners fo
support natienal, state, lecal and interna-
tional oilods o peclect and Consenng our
nations nalural resourcas and coastal wa-
terways from the impacts of marine debris.
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Barbara Mowak, O'ahu resident and longtime
environmental valuntear, traveled to the Big
lslamd just 1o participate in the beo-day Febo-
ary cleanup event. She commented, ©| have
seen photos of the debris in the Northwestem
Haowailan [slands and the eflects of marine
debris on cur environment, bud nedbing pre-
pares vou far the impact of standing amidst
thousands of pleces of trash right here in our
meain Hawatian klands. The anount of debris
and ned bs Jawedropping, bul 1o see athers just
o5 committed 1o this problem and to see the
beaches so much cleaner. vou know that in the
e it was all worth i1,

Thanks to the help of project voluniears,
parinersand coondinators, thase cleanups were
successiul In removing a literal mountain of
marine debris from this area, Though this
project i complate, 1t is hoped thal these
efforts will continee wath the help of focal
nonprofits, schools and community groups, By
recegnizing the problem and working together,
this progect is evidence that we cen make a
difference.
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